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Round Robin

Stephen Mann
     playing for his airplane

Whew! It's been a long time since I've put out the Red Robin. The last issue
covered the March 2009 meeting - a lot has happened since then -

Our annual Pancake Breakfast was in April, the Wings of History Open 
House was in May, and our first civilized, official meeting was in June,  
lightly covered here. 

Let me know if there's anything you'd like to put in these pages. Until we have a regular 
'newsletter', this will have to do. Thanks to all of you for putting up with this! -Vaughn

The Wings of History Open House was a hoot!

This event expands and matures by great measures every year.  
I just checked the web site for next year's event, and don't find 
it there - so block out all Saturdays in May of 2010 for this one. 
You won't want to miss it!

Here are some of the people who 
showed up there - I apologize to 
anyone I've missed -

Laurie Dieck
Stephen Mann with airplane
John Gould
Rich Grialou with airplane
Steven Winegarden
Don Wiggin
Vaughn McIlrath
R.D. Gomez
Bob Meuse
Tim Floyd
Bob Shea with airplane
Mary Doherty
Jim Doherty
George Watson
Gloria Watson
Blade Doyle with airplane
Ken Paddon with airplane
Steve Lamb
Steve Adams

Please take note of the person at the top of this list.

Laurie is back in town. It was 
sooooo great to see her again.

      



Here's another hit from the WOH Open House: There's this guy, Geoff Carr, who's a Vietnam 
Vet, and now is a lawyer who represents 
veterans. He brought his Huey Slick to the show. 
It looks like it just came off the showroom floor, 
complete with M-60's hanging in each side door. 

It was a hit for me. 

When he and his crew departed, they circled and 
did a fly-by up the taxiway. Note her angle-of-
attack and the distance between the skids and 
the shadow.

There's nothing like the sound of an approaching Huey to stir the emotions of a Vietnam Vet. 
I wish I could put the sound file in here for you.

Here are a few notes from the June meeting:
And….. wiping tears from my cheeks  ---

Mary Dohertyςat the July meeting, will have photos of 
airplanes that won awards at the Watsonville Fly-In.

Mary is also going to go to Chicago and then to the 
Mother-Of-All-Fly-Ins at Oshkosh, with a group of 99's.

     Chicago and Oshkosh will never be the same again!

John Gould fixing his trim tab.

RHV will never be the same again.
Gary Garcharςgoing to RHV next weekend.

On Saturday, July 11, John Feemster is hosting a Walk-Around for the SIRS group at South County 
Airport. We're looking forward to hearing how that turned out, and finding out who the heck the 
SIRS are. Old guys like me, I think.

The original 99 kick-starting her Bleriot.

      



It was not too hot, probably in the 80s. Density altitude at 
Columbia at 12:00 was 4000+ feet. Caught some bumps flying 
over the valley and the heat and extra weight of Steve in the right 
seat made the climb out of Columbia very slow. I would not want 
to try it if the temperature/density altitude was higher. It was a 
good exercise and now I know more about how the plane 
performs with a full load of passenger and fuel. That was one of 
the objectives. It definitely changes the performance of climb and 
cruise. 
We did do a landing at South County with full fuel before we 
departed so I would have some idea of the flying characteristics 
before we got to Columbia. I had only landed previously at 
Columbia while flying solo.  Due to the late start we did not take 
the time to walk into town and then try to takeoff later with a 
higher density altitude. 
Time was almost exactly one hour each way and we burned 
around 4.8 gph. We were back across the ridge line a little after 
noon.

Rich sent this note to John Gould:
Rich Grialou and Steve White flew to Columbia on Wednesday the 24th, leaving So. Co. at 10:00 am.

Jim Shaw told a story about a friend of a friend, an 86-year-old 
gentelman, who took a ride with John Feemster in his Quicksilver. 

Three days later, the daughter-in-law of the gentleman called Jim to 
let him know that the guy still had a smile on his face.

George and Gloria Watson have been working on the Rans ςThe fuselage and 
wings are done, the engine is mounted, the instrument panel is nearly done. 
The cowling needs to be built and installed, and the instruments hooked up. 
They've been outdoing themselves to make sure the fabric is just right. 

The engine is a full Volkswagen 2180 4-banger, 
with 80 hp to go!

¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ά[ƻǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘέΦ 
                      -John Feemster. 

Rich and Steve approaching Columbia -

Passing through Mach I on final

OK.Enough damage done for one evening.

Here's a picture I ran across somewhere. It's taken over the 
shoulder of a Citabria driver, and it's called "Slip to the Gap". 
I like it. 

-Vaughn
Enjoy….

      


